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FOR TIIE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


Thave noticed some proper remarks of MAYHEW in 
the Inquirer of July 24th, ona piece published in the 
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“Christian Seerctary” in which Mr. Robins writing againsi 
Unitartans says, “It is painful to the pious heart to witness 
the depravity of mankind as exhibited by them in wrest- 
ing, denying, and interpolating the saered oracles of God 
{o their own destruction and the destruction of those un- 
der their mfluence ; but in this conduct they are adding 
to the mass of evidence that the scriptures are true, by 
fulfilling the prophecies of that holy book, the Divine 
authority of which they so voldly deny, &c.” On reading 
the above quotation, [ was led seriously to reflect upon 
that spirit of bitterness breathed out in the language of 
pious lamentation which dictated such an uncharitable 
remark ; and I would now ask Mr. Robins if it would be 
unfair for a Unitarian to make use of his own language 
an! turn his envenomed weapons against himself, would 
he not think it painful tothe pious heart to witness such 
depravity, or at least such a departure from the mild and 
charitable spirit of the Gospel of peace’? but taese are 
not the weapons I wish to wield,I have here only to re- 
quest Mr. R. to substantiate his charge against Unitarians, 
if it be they who have “wrested, denied and interpolated 
the sacred oracles of God,” he ought to prove what he 
has alledged by mdubitable authority from the testimony 
of Moses and the Frophets, Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
but as he has not done this to my knowledge, and as | 
think he will never be able to doit, as the burden of proof 
hes against him; I shall here briefly adduce some proots 
from the Old and New Testament, that the. doctrine of a 


Triune God is not the doctrine taught in the scriptures, 


diction of the Messiah, descriptive of his character, Moses 
-ays to the Israelites, The Lord thy God will raise up unte 
thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethrem 
like unto me.—Deut. xviii. 15,18. And the very first 
principle of the Law which he taught them was, Hear O 
Israel! ‘The Lord our God isone Lord. Let it be here 
observed as it should be in all his writings, as wel! as thos” 
of the Prophets and Apostles, it is no where ssid that the 
Lord our God is One Lord existing in Three persons. Jn 
the first words of the Decalogue the command is solemnly 
impressive, “Thou shalt have no other Gods before me.” 
Again, the Lord he is God there is none else beside Him. 
In the writings of the Prophets | find uniformly such lan- 
guage as this, Wherefore thou art great O Lord God, for 
there is none like thee, neither is there any God besile 
thee. Iam the first andI am the last, and besides me 
there isno God. Is there a God besides me says the high 
and lotty one that inhabits eternity! yea there is no God 
[know not any. But it is needless to multiply texts from 
the Old Testament to prove the Unity of God, that zrest 
first principle of all true religion; there is no doctrine more 
pkunly taught, or frequently enferced in all the subline 
energy of Oriental language, than this. May [ not here 
ask, were Moses and the Prophets ignorant of the doe- 
trine of the Trinity? or if it had been revealed to them. 
is it not unaccountable that they should never so muchas 
have mentioned it? our Lord says, All things concerning 
me, are they not written in the law of Moses, in the proph- 
ets, and in the Psalms? But where im ell these, do we 
read of his being very God, or God-man Mediator, or of 
his possessing two nefures, or making One of the Three 
persons In the Liessed Trinity? Butif we examine the 
New ‘Testament and take him for the man of our counse). 
evep Jesus Christ, who is the faithful and true witness, it 
would seem that his testimony ought te be sufficient to 
settle the controversy. Christ said to the Jews, My doc 
trine is not mine, but his who sent me, neither came I of 
myself, but He (the Father.) sent me. Quere, could the 
person sent be the same being who sent him? in other 
words, did our Lord mean to tell us that he sent Himsely 
Aguin he says, My Father is greater than J,” My Father 


is greater than ALL. lof mine own self can do nothing, 





and that there is but One God, existing in One person 
only, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, aud the 
nly TRUE Gop, 


the least mention made ofa Trinity in Unity, nor one soli-) 


dary sentence which can be so understood without “wrest- 


ins the seriptnresto onr own destruction.” 


We find, in the writings of Moses, not)ure. 


the Father that dwellethin me, He it is that doeth the 


| work, for the Spirit we read was given him not by meas- 


Why call ye me good, there is none good but One, 
that is God. 
man, no not the Angels in Heaven, neither the Son but the 


He said of that day and hour knoweth no 


Jn bis pre-|Father only, Conld he mean that he knew it as Ged, but 
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that he did not know it as man, or which is the same thing, 
that he knew what he did not know at the same time. Im- 
possible, nor is such an argument admissible without some 
scripture authority, and where shall we find it?) But on 
this subject the language of our Saviour is so plain and 
uniform, that | am persuaded, were it not for men’s educa- 
‘ion opinions, they would on a candid examination be wil- 
iing toreceive his testimony, and no longer receive the 
I shal) 
here notive but two or three passages more, which | con- 


doctrines of men for the commandinents of God. 
sider as remarkable expressions of our Saviour. Jesus 
said to Mary after his resurrection, Go and tell my disci- 
ples that] ascend to my Father and your Father, to my 
fod and your God. These words require no explanation. 
tu his prayer to his Father, to whom he always prayed and 
taught his diseiples to pray to Him alone, Jesus says, This 
is lite eternal that they may know Thee the only True 
Cop, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” UW Jesus 
himself declared the Father to be the only true God, 
Our Lord did not 
say This is life eternal to kuow me the only true God, 


what other being can be truly God ? 


neither did he say to know God, the only true God, it was 
the Father whom he addressed, his Pather and our Father, 
whom he expressly declares to be the trve Gon, and 
surely we are not required to believe that he was the son 
wud father of himself. Jesus says in another place, The 
hour is coming and now is, when the true worshipers shall 


worship the Father in spiritand mm truth. The Apostles 


‘ — — { 
Who received fis tnstructions, couid not teach a aiheren 
} t} truct ld not teacl iff t 


doctrine from their Lord and Master and be his disciples, 
we accordingly find them uniformly teaching the same im- 
portant truth; St. Panl 
kuow that there is none other Goc but One, for though 


there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven or in 


ys Ist Cor. VIII. 4,5, 6, Wel 


shall close my remarks at this time by adducing proof frou 
the writings of a very pious and excellent man, that the sa- 
ered oracles of God have indeed been wrested, denied and 
interpolated, but not by Unitarians. 


be but human authority, but on what other does Mr. Ro- 


This may be said to 
bins depend? In Mr. Whiston’s “Primitive Christianity 
Revived,” vol. 1, in the diszertation upon [gnatius’ Epis- 


tles, p- 83, 4, 5, 6, a work it seems which hes been kept 
much out of sight, in which Mr. W. giving his reasons why 
he thinks the larger epistles of Ignatius to be truly genuine, 
at length proceeds to say, “that the smaller are orthodox 
extracts, or abridgments of the larger,” and to settle the 
time when and by whom they were extracted, says, “Iere~ 
upon Lobserve, which is the principal thing, that those 


smaller epistles are decidedly orthodox extracts, or made 





for the use of orthodoxy, alter the falal alteration of the 
faith was begun in the 4th century, when the corrupter: 
of the original doctrines ef the gospel were im such mighty 
want of ancient testimony to support their novel notions 
and deerees, and wherein so great a part of the writers on 
the side of the orthodox, began to be employed in abridg 
ing, corrupting and interpolating the books original o: 
our religion, for now it Was that either new texts of seri: 

ture were framed, or the old ones altered or interpolated 


hy the Athanasians, insomuch that there are very few text 











jin the whole New Testament, on which those coutrover 
sies so much depend, but there is either a certainty or strong 


istispicion, that they have been otherwise read since the 


‘4th century than they were before, for which I appeal to 


‘ 
Dr. Mills’ inestimable collection of “Various Readings,” 


‘and [ therefore beg of the honest christian readers, that in 
disputes of this nature, they take care ever to distinguish 
1, . ‘ ° ’ 

between those copies, versions and citations which were 


-ancienter than .J//anasius and tl 


earth (as there be Gods many and Lords many) but to us!they desire to go on safe ground, and would really know 


there is but One God.—Gal. ni. 20, Dut God 
- 


Eph. iv. 6, One God and Father of all.—-1 Tim. 1. 19, The 


ia One.-— 


ouly wise God.—1 Tim. it. 5, For there is one God and 


One Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Je- 


sus. [have already shown who this one God is, as our 


Lord has expressly told us, who ts the only true God, viz. 
the Father. In accordance with this doctrine, Paul says 


1 Cor. xv. 24, When he shall have delivered up the 
kinedom to God even the Father.—Eph. 1. 17, he uses 
° t 


these words. The God of our Lord Jesus Christ. the 


father of Glory. St. James uses the sume language. 


Therewith bless we God, even the Father: and Peter. 
2 Peter i. 17, For he (Jesus) received from Cod the 
Father, honor and glory. St. John, Jude and the others 


bserve that the words 


Trinity, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost are never used 


use the same language. J here « 


by the sacred writers in the New Testament, to which 
authority then are we to appeal, to the oracles of God, o 
to the doctrines and traditions of men? Mr. Robins ae- 
cuses Unitarians of “wresting, denying and interpolating 


the sacred oracles of God to their own ¢ truction.” Jf 


A ade A 


| 


‘Tchrisuian persuasion, as might supply the necessities o4 


what were the original words of the sacred peamen them- 


selves as to'this matter. Now aleo was it that the cons// 


' 
ifutions of the Apostles were abridged and altered for the 


uses of the church ia Ethiopia, and that I think by, or un 
der Athanasius himself, wherein all that christian faith 
which was against the modern orthodox was entirely 
omitted, and the rest most injudiciously and awkwardly 
epitomized, which miserable abridgment is still entire in 
Ethiopic, and part of it preserved in Greek to this day. 
Now it was that the original Liturgy of christians was 
also altered and made to comply with the later, or .2éhana 
sian doctrines of the Trinity, and by no less persons than 
Basil and Chrysostom, and the Jpostles’ Creed and Doxolo- 
cy themselves, were aliered to the present form to confront 


he Arians. 


Now were Athanasius, Rufinus, Jerome, Hi- 
lary, and others, employed in transcribing so much out of 
Origen and Eusebius, those truly learned men of the old 


their party without the danger of losing their orthodoxy in 


the perusal, either of ihe original, or entire translations ; 





rvrent care was taken toclear them all alene of the cl 


hose which were later, if 


; 
' 
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christianity in these matters, and to make them not incon- 
sistent with the 4thanasian scheme. Now this manage- 
ment soon became so common and of such good reputation, 
that it was rather pleaded for as meritorious. Now it was 
also that the ignorant Athanasiaus abused, or anathama- 
tized, the same more learned Arians, Origen and Lusebius, 
those truly extraordinary persons, who in their own times 
were justly looked upon by the church asthe greatest 
lights she had, who could scarcely afterwards be esteemed 
christians.” 

Ilere then, if the authority of a man is to be admitted, 
who, in his search after truth, could not be miluenced by 
worldly considerations ; here truly “it must be painful to 
the pious heart to witness the depravity of mankind, in 
wresting, denying, and interpolating the sacred oracles of 
God.” LINDSEY. 

—_ 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS IN@TIRER. 


Mr. Editor, —Having lately received a letter from a 
Baptst friend, relative to the sentiments and practices of 
Universalists, it is my wish to set him right in some partic- 
| the 


rather prefer this method, because I am satisfied that he 


ulars, and by your leave, I shall do it publicly. 


would not willingly misrepresent our sentiments, particu- 
arly to me ; and as many are probably less informed on 
the subject, it isan evident duty to disabuse them, by dis- 
playing our real sentiments, and attempting a juctification. 
if such be your opinion, { willin this number, commence 
the publication of 
FRIENDLY LETTERS TO 4 BAPTIST. 
LETTER 1. 


My dear friend,—\ have carefully and repeatedly read 


' ; : 4 j 
your epistle relative to the sentiments and practices of 


Universalists. A portion of your remarks are superflu- 


T T 1 LF 
INQUIRER. o4 
We are charged by you with refusing to others, that 
food for the mind by which they might profit. 
this from the fact, that it is the very reverse. A _ single in 


So far is 


Our Puipits ave free for other de 


stance may suilice. 
nominations—Our publications for their correspondence 

As to the renovating influence of the Holy Spirit, the Spir- 
it of Truth, we elieve in it as jully as you de. We are 
firmly persuaded that this Spirit frees the mind from the 
bondage of superstition, and translates us from the king- 
dom of darkness to the kingdom of light, and peace, and 
JOY. 
which they cannol comprehend, are blind leaders of the 
bliud. 


other a tent allowed to be incomprehensible, is indeed a 


You judge that those who arrogantly disbelieve that 

My impression is, that he who would palm on an- 
blind leader. The scriptures nowhere inculcate the im- 
portance of a blind asseut to any proposition, without the 
aid of the understanding. ‘Their language is,Come, and 
let us reason together. Depend upon it, the moment a 
system requires the prostration of the rational faculties, 1t 
is divoréed from the volume of inspiration. Mystery, un 
hallowed mystery, is the first title of the mother of abom- 
inations, and has crimsoned whole nations with the blood 
of the human race. 

You suggest that we are much in fault, in our opposition 
to Missionary and Tract Societies. If you would convince 
us of this, use the weapon of the scholar,—the pen : but 
do not abuse both it and us. Convince us that the Mis- 
sionaries know what the gospe? is, before we are called 
jupou to send them to chiristiauize others. Persuade us, 


that they are clothed in the garments of salvation, and 


jpeace. 


unfit to teach a country school, will be able to bring the 


Assure us by logical deduction, that those who are 


wilderness of the heathen mind to the enjoyment ot the 





ous, because they ar2 predicated on the supposed influence!fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ. 


of sentiments which we do not profess. 
directed .gainst a course of conduct to which we plead not 


gruilly. 


which are made without the support of facts, and after-| 


wards acknowledge the correctuess of the remaining char- 
ges, and plead the truth im justification. I grant, indeed, 
(hat | have written, for years, in defence of the doctrine 
which it is my happiness to believe, but I do not recol- 
ject an instance in Which I have used ridicule, tor Lam not 
persuaded that it is always the test of truth. 1 am of 
suilty of using meansto prevent the distribution of the 
Scriptures ; but | have thought, and Ido still think, that 
The American Bible Society is improperly conducted, and 
{ consider it an engine by which much evil way be entail- 
edon our country. Tlistory furnishes the most dreadful 
lessons, relative to the abuse of influence, when possessed 
by a privileged clergy; and these lessons are written in 
blood. 


ciples of the standing orthodoxy of the day, are the same 


It may be well to add, that the fundamental prin- 


as those professed by the clergy to which we have already 
alluded above 


Show us 


Some others are} by sound argument, that the doctrines which have laid 


the fairest portions of the earth in ruins, aud under whose 


[ shall first endeavor to rebut the allegations;anspices, brethren have been nursed up to be mutual 


butchers, will bless the savages of the forest with ad fer- 
ent and a better trait. Then, and not sooner, can we gath 
er with you in the Missionary harvest. 

But what effects have the doctrines commonly believed 
Let the Re- 
A description of the profliga- 
ey of the citizens of Boston and New-York will afford a 


accomplished, within our own knowledge ? 


ports of Societies answer. 


‘fair, buta dreadful answer, if true; if not true, what shal! 
we say of the people who send out these reports? ‘The 
profligacy of these places might furnish a sampie of the 
lax mainners of the ]lindoos, but not a contrast to them. 

Tracts, being scattered on the same principle which d 
iperses Missionaries, are liable to the same objections. Ma- 
ny are utterly false, and known to be so by those who aid 
in their publication and distribution. Of this 1 can give 
you ample proof when you wish it. Is, or is not, this a 
sufficient objection ? 





My opinion of what are called revivals, or reformations 


that they are shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
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Be 





has not vet been changed. IT consider them generally, as 
the fru 
was that which led to the crusades.—Means are used, and 
combinations formed, partaking iwnore of the mercantile 
spirit of the times, than of the simplicity of the gospel, 
When roves are taken iv public assemblies, and a system 
of rules laid dewn for accomplishing these purposes, as 
they hare been, even by those of your denomination, it 
jooks more lixe the bungling workmanship of man, than 
the operation of that wisdom which is without partiality. 
he whispering and the anxious meetings, particularly 
for females, and those in unseasonable hours—the means 
used to sever husbands and parents from the affection an’ 
obedience due from wives and children—are some of the 
unhallowed fruits of asystem, which we are cailed on to 
support, under the pains and peaalties of contempt in thus 
world, and endless misery in the next. Cali on me to s:1p- 


port these charges, and [ am ready. One circumstance} 
irequently connected with the publicity of revivals, 1s wor- 
thy attention. They often appear first in papers remote 
from the scene of the reformation. From what motive 
this proceeds, | do not pretend to say; but I do say, that 
these accounts are frequently inflate? so far beyont!t the 
truth, that people in the vicinity have obtained their first 
knowledge of the circumstance from publications Issued 
‘wo hundred miles off. As the immediate cause of such ex- 
citements sometimes leaves them, the animal passions most 
generally return toa point below the ordinary level, 

which situation we learn, that the Lord has Jef? the place. 


Your friend, MENTOR. 
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Is? Our City subscribers are informed that they will by 
pramee with their oills for the payment of the Ath Vol. 
of the INQUIRER, next week, or the week after. It is 
hoped that once calling will be sufficuent. 
the FIRST, SECOND 


RD Volume, are also informed, that as the Establish- 


{= Those who are in arrears for 


TF 
+0 


on 
t 


cnt hus been transferred, their accounts must be immediate- 


j settled, and if not attended to without further delay, they 
rill be lodged we uth an Attorney. 


? 


NOTES oN THE SCRIPTURES. 

Our third aud last question is, what are the nature and 
duration of the punishment? The punishment is blind- 
ness, unbelief, and consequent suffering. Paul, in his epis- 
ile to the Romans, considers this pointat length, & in a mos 

lear and forcible manner. After describing the misera- 
ble condition of Israel, and showing that it resulted from 


their unbelief and sin, he asks, Hath God cast awav his 


people? und replies in the negative. It hence ‘appears. 


‘hat much blindness and incredulity existed amcag the 


‘{that blindness in part is happened to [srael, 





}Jews at that time, ere that the apostle bad a ft Wy rospect 


it of an excitement, as foreign from christianity, asgjof their being entirely deprived of the gospel, though this 


‘rt not happen, till they were scattered over the earth, 
Nothin 


rv, and confirms the explanation we 


1g more fully establishes the truth of scripture histo- 
have given of this 
punishment, than the past and preseat condition of the 
Jews. Formerly, they were highly disti:zuished by reve- 
lations from heaven, a knowledge of the true God, and sig: 
nal prosperity ; now, they are literally .o utter darkness, 
weeping, aud wailing, and gnashing their teeth, looking tor 
the Messiah to come and restore them to the holy land, and 
tv the enjoyment of the r ancient glory and happiness.—- 
And this process most clearly mamiests the equality of 
(rod’s providence. As in the legal dispensation the Jews 
were first, and the Gentiles were excluded trom all their 
privilezes, so in the gospel dispensation the Gentiles are 
first, and the Jews are shutout from all their felicity. [u- 
deed, so obvious is this fact, and so wonde riull; y does it ful- 
fil Christ’s predictions concerning his nation and the Gen- 
tiles, that his prophecies wear the appearance of hustory. 
But this marked distinction is not strongly exhibited, trl 
the Jews have lost their land, city and temple, till they are 
scattered over the whole earth,a reproach, a by-word aud 
a hissing among all nations, and the Gentiles are in pos- 
session of greater blessings than they ever enioyed. Tho’ 
what has been said on the nature of the punishment might 
he thought sufficient, a few quotations from the apostle 
will place the subject in a stronger and more convinemg 
licht, by showing that the language of scripture and the 
‘anguage of facts accord. Speaking of his nation, he says, 
What then? Israel hath not obtamed that which he seek- 
ethfor; but the election hath obtamed it, and the rvesr 
were blinded; as it 1s written, God hath given them the 
pirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hear unto thisday. And David saitn, 
Let their table be made a snare, anda trap, and a stum- 
ling block, and a recompense unto them; Let their eyes 
he darkened, that they may not see, and bow down thei¢ 
back alway. Having plainly discovered the nature oi 
this punishment, and seen that it is inflicted on the Jews, 
let us attend to its duration, in doing which, we shall find 
new evidence that our exposition is thus farcorrect. Paul, 
writing to his Roman brethrea on the subject of grace and 
works, for the purpose of showing that they were mace 
partakers of gospel blessings through the grace of God, 
says, Por I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, (lest ye should be wise in your own conceit.) 
until the ful- 
And so all Israel shail be 
aved as it is written, there shall come out of Sion the De- 


ness of the Gentiles be come in. 


st}liverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. For 


this is mv covenant with them, when |! shall take away 
their sins. Astouching the Gospel, they are enemies for 
yoursakes; but as touching choice, they are beloved on 


account of the fathers. 


Again, address ng the Romans, he 
says, oras ye in times past have not believed God, yc 
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nave now obtained mercy through their unbelief, (Jews) 
even so have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy. For God hath 
coneluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
uponall. From the scriptures, and the arguments that have 
been urged, we learn, that the punishment was unbelief 
and consequent suffering, and that it is to last until the 
fulness of the Gentiles shail have come in, 

Having answered all the questions that were proposed 
on this text, and established our positions by scripture and 
existing facts, we might here cloze this note, were it not 
feared that some might entertain doubts concerning a few 
It should 


then be well understood, that, as the term everlusting 1s 


things, to which we have not directly adverted. 


limited when applied to puneshment, it is also restricted 
when it is applied to life, aud that this term (everlasting) 
should never be explained ina boundless sense, but when 
the word, or subject, to which it is joined, is necessarily un- 
limited. As no one would be willing to abide the conse- 
quences of admitting that the term everlasting is to ke un-| 
Cerstood unexceptionably in a boundless sense through the 
New Testament, the point is virtually conceded, for this 
fact proves, that the extent of this word (ererlasting) is 
determined, in all cases, by the subject to which it is ap- 
plied. Ask any person by what authority this word is re- 
stricted in the Old Testament, end he will tell you, that 
the nature of the objects to which it is applied, not only 
justify, but absolutely require a bounded signification.— 
This rule is as necessary in understanding the New Testa- 
ment as the Old, and unless it be constantly employed, the 
But 


lest any one should misapprehend us, or suppose this state- 


scriptures will be no plainer then a book of riddles. 


ment new or indefensible, we observe, that Dr. Enwanns, 
in his reply to Chauncey, says, “Ererlas/ing, reckoning the 
reduplication of it, occurs in the New Testament in one 
hundred and four instances; m thirty-two of which, it 
means a femporary duration.” HanvLey remarks, “Now 
the Greek words rendered eternal, eerlasting and forever, 
in the New Testament, do not, by derivation, stand for an 
ibsolute eternity; beither are they always used in this 
sense In the New Testament, the Septuagint, or Pagan au- 
thors.” Di. Prirstiy, writmg on the passage in Mat- 
thew that we have been considering, holds the followiuz 
language ; “everlasting punishment, properly the punish- 
ment of an entire period, age, or dispensation.” 

Hlaving proved that the events mentioned in the last 
section of Matthew twenty-fifth happened while the then 
generation was on earth, yes, during the first forty years 
after Christ's crucifixion; that the Jews were set on the 
left hand, and the Geutiles on the right; that the punish- 
ment was unbelief and consequent misery, and that it will 
iast till the fulness of the Gentiles shall have come in, we 
ask each reader to search the scriptures, that he may know 
whether these things are as we have represented then. and) 
then to 


judge righteous judgement. 


REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. 


Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 


INQUIRER. 


the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pl-asurein them. Fel. xu. 1. 

No season in existence is better suited to religious im- 
pressious, or the delightful and confiling remembrance of 
our Heavenly Father, than the morning of life. Then, 
the heart, undefiled with the sins, unentangled in the snares 
of earth, ern unfold all its affections in the smile of celes- 
tial love, and place all its regards on the most powerlul 
and gracious Being in the universe. In this period, while 
the heart is extremely susceptible of good influences, aud 
while it is constantly expanding under the care and kind- 
ness of earthly parents, how congenial and proper js a re- 
collection of the great Parent of creation, who has bles-ed 
us into existence ; furnished us with friends and comforts ; 
guarded us from physical danger and mental suffering, and 
given us the earnest and emblem of a purer life, in the 
bliss of an approving conscience. A deep and constant 
scuse of the presence and omniscience of God is peculiar- 
ly nece-sary to secure the young and the inexperienced 
against the temptations of vice; to strengthen their devo- 
t:on to Heaven, and their good will to men, and to preserve 
to them the joy and tranquillity of innocence, It sustains 
them through all the treachery and slander of earth, by 
causing them to reflect, that, however they are misrepre- 
sented or forsaken by men, there is one Friend who will 
neither desert nor forget them, but who will invariably re- 
ward them according tothe purity of their hearis. But 
the opposite course is replete with destruction, and we 
may prophesy with certainty, when the young forget God, 
and consider the wild and the unthinking happy. that they 
are in the high road to perdition, and that their tate is ap- 
proaching with the rapidity of time. Those who have 
been unaccustomed $o keep God in all their thoughts, and 
to make his law the rule of thetr actions, may believe it 
very dificult and unpleasant to remember their Creator 
atall times; but sin is the only thing that renders the 
thought of his presence disagreeable, or makes us wish to 
hide from his inspection. When our hearts approve, we 
have confidence in God, and are willing to come to the 
light, that our deeds may be known; but when we sia, we 


avoid the hght. lest our deeds should be reproved. 


It is sometimes urged, that yonth is the proper seasou 
for innocent hilarity; that it would be not only injudi 
cious, but cruel, to deprive the young of their festal hours, 
aud that the cheerful enjoyment of life’s golden morning is 
the warmest thankfulness to the Giver and Preserver of 
existence ; but it is replied, there is a broad difference be- 
tween a rational and pleasant use of time, opportunity and 
talent, and that wild and thoughtless waste of life's invalu- 
able hours, which is called amusement, or pleasure. So 
often have God and religion been arrayed in terror and 
gloom, that many young persous are r-pelled from consi- 
dering them, as they are associated, in their minds, with 





every thing which is uwful aad chilling. And from this 
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face vave the fairest index of a tranquil heart, and that 


serene countenance indicated anxiety and theughtfulness.!bits of thoughtlessness, o 


The truth is, God and religion have been musrepresente 


and the young and innocent heart, desirous of happiness, 
and seeking to love and revere the Creator, has been driven 


frem heaven, and made to fix all its affections oa earth, and 


to find all its pleasures in the flitting shadows of this worl 


Had God been known, had religion been understood, a di- 


rectly opposite course would have been taken, and the d 


votional and confiding remembrance of the Creator wou 


have constituted the bliss of the young in this life, and their 


bright and brighteming prospect of another. If a musa 


prelensiou of our Maker, and of his commands, have beenjof the world. 


productive of the most ruinous consequences to the yout 


cause, they have been induced to think the most smiling|of their heavenly Father, an 


ithe practice of religion, til] 
ajold age, while each day more strongly confirms their ha- 
rer:me, aud makes a return to 
1;}virtue and happmess less and still less practicable. How 
deeply important then, that religious priuciples should be 
received, and virtuous habits formed in early life, that sin- 
ful temptations may be successtully resisted, and that the 
\.Jfaculties ofthe mind and the charities of the heart may be 
employed in the contemplation and love of a holy God, 
e-jand m the observance of his paternal commands. This 
ldjcourse will secure against the deceitfulness of sin, and 
render our hearts serene & joyous, whether our days be few, 
p-jor many, or whether we receive the smiles, or the frowns 
If pure and unfeigned consecration of time 


h.fand talent to God be of such vast moment to those, whe 


aud ifa knowledge of God be everlasting life, how impor- 
tant that they should know, remembrr and love him. For 
if there be any thing, which resembles the bliss of angels, 
it is the joy of a young religious heart. And the reason 1s 
perfectly obvious, for when the love of God readers us 
happy, it consequently excites us to communicate the feli- 
city we experience. 


Uut it should be well remembered, that, although we 
are now young, and surrounded with endeared frieuds and 
pleasant assuciates, age Is rapidly approaching, and that 
eur friends and acquaintances are falling, ike autumn 
leaves, before the cold blast of death. 
be old, our youthful companions may have gone to the 
laud of silence, or to a returniess distance from us, se that 
the closing hours of existence may receive no light, but 
from the smile of God, or the joy of an approving con- 
science. But should the young and healthful portion:of 
life be passed in sin and folly, premature death, or wretch- 
ed old age may be expected, though wealth should pour 
forth its treasures with every breeze, and: every human 
power should be employed to pluck from the heart its 
rooted sorrow. Old age, without the comforts of religion, 
or a weil tounded belief that our time and talents have 


1U 


been devoted to the noble purposes for which they were 


given, is verily dark and cheerlers ; but what reason have 
the young, who are wasting life’s golden morning in vice, 
inconsideration and folly, to expect the evening of their 
mortal existence will be happy, or that their sun will go 
down in smiles? Can the prospect of an opening grave, 
and the hour of separation from kindred and acquaintan- 
ces be viewed with tranquillity, when conscience apbraids 
for a mis-spent lite, and lashes with a whip of scorpions? 
Itisthen of the last importance that our religion com- 
mence in youth, that it may gain increased power over 
the heart in each successive day, and finally sustain us in 
the hour of our extremest need. Idle and vain is the ex- 
cuse, that is frequently brought, that a remembrance of 
God is entirely uncongenial to the feelings of the young, 
and destructive of all their iunocent pleasures. This 
strange misapprehension has done extensive injury in our 


world, by persuading the vouth to defer the consideration 


ahd 


Should we live to, 


are just commencing an eternal existence, let them remem- 


life to live, and joy and triumph to die. 
“Haste then, improve that noble part, 
Worth all thy care, worth all thy art ; 
That must be noble which to God's allied, 
And worth ail care, for which a Saviour died.” 
ne ee 
CHRISTIANITY. 

Nothing, apparently, has received more attention than 
the doctrine and examples of Jesus Christ; yet few things 
have been less understood, or more feebly carried into 
practice. So true is this remark, that, should a bedy of 
men cordially accept the precepts of the great Teacher, 
and faithfully imitate his conduct, they would be as great 
a wouder in this age, as Christ was in the reign of Augu 
tus. Men have been ready to do any thing for or agains! 
christianity, if they have not been solemnly « ommanded to 
make it the law of the heart and the life. but when this 
has been done, they have said, these are hard sayings, who 
ean receive them? In this way, christianity has been 
more effeclually disgraced and disproved, than it could 
have been, by the wit anil talent of every infidel since the 
morning of time; and unless God shall raise up some boll 
and conscientious reformers of apostate christendom, we 
shall never see the professed disciples of Jesus demonstrate 
their sincerity by love and obedience. But let us not be 
discoureged, for although the history of Christ’s pretended 
tollowers is written in letters of blood and fire, and al- 
though they have proved that they did not love God, by 
destroying men in the most cruel manner, we rejoire to be 
lieve that agracious Parent has not forsaken the earth, 
and that he will render the gespel instrumental in the 
production of a great and glorious moral revalution. Le! 
each one, then, lay aside every weight, and each easily be- 
setting sin, and run with patience the race set before him, 
looking to Jesus for precept and example, and showing his 
love to his Master by paging his steps. Let no one here- 
after consider himself a christian, unless he imitate Christ, 


and when this is the fact, may the flattery and mepaces oi 


earth no more dtyert him from his path, than attrucuen 





ber their Creator, aud keep his laws, for this will make it 





‘to the throne of God, christianity may be redeemed from 
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and repulsion s tee mend the sun Sreun the ecliptic. By 


Assoc iation, and adjourned to meet t at Danville, Vt. on the 


such oahude and prayers, breathed warm from the heart}first Wednesday and Thursday in October, 1825. The 


its disgrace, and made the solace and ornament of this, and 
ie hope and pledge of a better existence. With this 


view of the subject, let each one be engaged in fervent sup- 


letters from the societies in the connexion and the intelli- 
gence from the ministering brethren are of a cheering 
character, intimating the advance of light and christian 
feeling in the North. 














plications to Heaven, and in the diligent use of his every 
talent, that righteousness and knowledge may abound, and 
the light of God constitute our moral day. 


AG 


DO THYSELT NO HARM. 

This short and plain senteuce comprehends all the prohi- 
bitions of the gospel; for when we injure others, we des- 
troy the health and happiness of our own souls. Were 
people fully convinced of this truth, they would be far 
more scrupulous m their thoughts, words and deeds, know- 
ing, that in the same degree they are kind and beneficent 
to all, they increase their own joy. Many have believed 
with the Jews, that they ought to love their neighbors and 
hate their enemies; but the gospel commands us to love 
our enemies, not simply that they may be advantaged, but 
also that we may be the children of God in heart, lip and 
life, and that we may prove our filial title, by exhibiting 
the temper of Jesus. But we should not only etrive to 
prevent grief and compunction by the mild and christian 
treatment of all, but by such a vigilance over our thoughts 
and passions, as shal! eventuate in peace, which the world 
can neither give nor take. Should these facts be well con- 
sidered, and each reflect, that his enjoyment depends ou his 
charitable feelings to all, and the government of his tem- 
per and affections, 

The rage of war, the strife of tongues would cease, 

And o’er the earth would smile the sun of peace. 
—— 
CALUMNY REFUTID. 

The last Telescope contains a letter from Doctor MeAn- 

ey, in which Br. Pickering is entirely acquitted of the in- 

decorotis and unchristian conduct imputed to him, in an in- 

terview with Mr. John Tainter, who had made a public 

recantation of Universalism. This letter is the more gra- 

tifying,as it appears the Doctor gave circulation to this 

story fico hundred miles from the place of his residence, 

and that he has promptly contradicted it, on learning its 

jalsity. This letter, and the accompanying statements, not 

suly exonerate Br. Pickering from any blame in the affair 

of Tainter, but also show the perfect inequity of Doctor 

McAuley fu transferring the charge of misconduct to Br. 
Lisher. 

—s~—— 

NORTHIRI ASSOCIATION. 

We have received the Minutes aud Circular of the 

Northern Association of niversalists, Which met at White- 

ball, N. ¥. Oct. 5, 1824, transacted the business before 

em, heard five sermons, ordained Br. Steplien Cook, 


ranted letters of fellowship to Brs. Benoni Grant and 


MIS SCELLANEOUS. 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
TO THE DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS TORMENT! 


A few weeks since it was announced in the public news- 
papers, that Miss Louisa Moore, of Rome, or that vicinity, 
had strolled away from her friends to the village of Utica, 
where she put an end to her existence by hanging herself! 
She was evidently insane, but the cause of her derange- 
ment was not then published. We now learn, from the 
Utica Sentinel, that some months before her death, she had 
hecome a convert to the peace-destroying doctrine of Cal- 
vinism, aud was a member of the Presbyterian church. 
Soon after this had taken place, she sunk under her appre- 
hensions, and at last her dreadful impressions, as might 
have been expected, deprived her of reason, and led to the 
act which terminated her mortal existence. 





Thus she has finally obtained a release from the torment 
of error, abd we trust has found rest in the bosom of that 
Jesus, who came noito wound but toe heal. O, may Ged 
grant that clerical artifice may be done away, and the gos- 
pel of peace by an universal prevalence restore that conso- 
lation to the world which all need and every benevolent 
soul desires. Gospel Advocate. 


—jp—— 


It is ascertained that Br. Barzrtiat STREETER, has 

taken up his connexion with the church aud society in Sa- 

lem, Mass. and is about to remove to the city of ‘Troy, N. 

Y. to minister to the Universalist Seciety in that place.- 

May the Lord smile upon his labers, and render them a# 

lasting and extensive blessing to the people. ib. 
—>—- 

PROGRESS OF LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 
We understand that the Dutch Reformed Church in 
this city have passed # resolution, that hereafter, persons 
wishing to leave them and join the Universalist Churcl:, 
shall be dismissed and recommended to it in the same man- 
ner a3 to any other christian church. 

N. York Christian Inquirer 
—— 


DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 


On the 10th Noy. the new Church in Watertown, N.Y. 
vas solemnly dedicated to the service of the ever-living 
God. An appropriate discourse was delivered by Br. Ho- 
sea Ballou, from Psalm 36, 7, 8. 

On the 11th Noy. the Rev. Pirr Morse was installed 
as Pastor of the First Universalist Church and Society in 
Watertown and its vicinity. The sermon was de livered 
by Br. Ballou, from Rom. 1, 14, 15, and part of 16. 


ee 


CRIGINAL AN ECDOTE. 


Sr. Pavia Catvinis? Barrist! 


A member of a Baptist church in the town of G. lately 
asserted, in the hearing of a number of persons, that Sr. 
Paur was a Calvinist Baptist. Should St. Paul, said he, 
arise from the dead, and preach in our meeting-house, no 
one knowing the man or his sentimesits, and should the an 
juiry be made after meeting—*What denomination was 
ihe preacher of ?” oe universal answer woul! be—*he ts 
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home Browning, eoncluded to retain Be. Babbit ta th 


a Baptist.” A lady. sitting by. thought that it would re- 
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the mectmg-house mG. But, continued she, should Sr. 
Paws deliver a discourse in this place, and attirm from the 
pulpit, thac*God would have all men to be saved—that 
he would gather together all things in Christ ;” what de- 
nomination should you conclude he belonged to? The 
Baptist. not kuowing these were Paul's words, answered, 
*Panl would know too well to preach such a lieentious 
doctrine as that!” But suppose he should so preach, re- 
sumet the lady, what should you call him? “Why I 
shou'd say he was a despicable Universalist ; and if he so 
preached [ should leave the house immediately !* The 
lady presented him with a Bible, op ned to those places in 
Paul's writings. He looked at them and exclaimed, “Ah! 
you have got a Universalist Bible, which ovght to be burn- 
ol; if wou hear to such delusion as thet, you must be forever 
miseruble.” Comment is unnecessary. 
Christian Intelligencer. 
—_+~»——- 

Br. Donterrs Skinner, of Langdon, N. If. is about to 

remove to Saratova Springs, N. ¥. where his labors for a 


reat a mirac Sei to jee a Baptist of St. Poul, as it 
would to raise him trom the dead, and introduce him into 


ad 





Shall Man be torever by tempests 0 taggin pe 
By the tempests of passion, of sorrow, and pain? 


Ah no! for his passion and sorrow shall cease, 
When the troublesome fever of life shall be o'er; 

In the night of the grave he shall slumber im peace, 
And passion and sorrow shall vex him uo more. 


And shall not this night, and its long dismal gleom, 
Like the night of the tempest, again pass away ? 

Yes! the dust of the earth in bright beauty shall bloom, 
And rise in the morning of heavenly day ! 








MARRIED, 

At New-Haven, Mr. Frederick Lines to Miss Nancy 
Bradley; Rev. Seth Bliss to Miss Jenet Root. 

At Mast-Haddam, Mr. Ezckiel Clark, of Haddam,to Viss 
Lucy Swan, 

At Chatham, Mr. Jeremiah Stow to Miss Clarissa Dick- 
ens. 


At Haddam, Mr. George Hopkins to Miss Eliza Glad- 


few Sabbaths have been remarkably blessed.—According| will. 


to present appearances there will be a Society soon organ- 
ized in that place. We have reason to believe that Br. 
Skinner will be usefnlly employed at Saratoga and its vi- 
ciniiv. Tle will have a fair opportunity of dissennnating 
the doctrine of Christ among many inquirers who shall vis- 
it theee mebconal an’? healing springs. 2, 
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“Let every thing that hath breath ee the Lord.” 
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THE TEMPEST. ts 


‘The tempest has darkened the face of the skies, 

‘The winds whistle wildly across the waste plain, 
‘The fiends of the whirlwind terrific arise, 

And mingle the clouds with the white foaming main. 





Ali dark is the night, and all gloomy the shore, 
Save, when the red lightnings the «ther divide, 
Then follows the thunder with loud sounding roar, 

Aut echoes in concert the billowy tide. 


Hut though now all is murky, and shaded with gloom, 

Hope, the seother, soft whispers the tempest shall 
cease 5 

‘Then nature again in her beauty shall bloom, 

And enamour'd embrace the fair swee t-smiling peace. 

For the bright-blushing morning, all rosy with light, 
Shall convey ou ner wings the creator of day, 

He shall drive all the tempests and terrors of aight, 
And nature enlivend again shall be gay. 


Thon the warblers of spring shall attune the soft lay, 
And again the bright flow’ret shall blash in the vale; 
On the breast of the ocean soft zephyrs shall play, 
And the sun beam shall sleep on the hill and the dale. 


Ifthe tempest of nature so soon sink to rest, 
liher once faded beauties so soon glow again, 


~— 
—<e So 


DIED, 

In this city, on the 15th ult. Mrs. Lucy Prerr, wite 
of Mr. Adon Beebe, aged 55 years. ‘The deceased sustain- 
eda fair, an exemplary character, as many, who live to 


bless her memory and deplore their loss, can abundantly 


vestify. She was a member of the Baptist church for near- 
lv thirty vears, and adorned ber christian prefession by a 
christian lite. 

In Chester county, Penn. Rev. John Crutzer. He was 
in the puipit, and had just given as his text—*We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ,’ when he fell 
and instantly expired, 

At St. Vincents, Maj. Champion, commandant of the 
carrison at that place—killed by a soldier, who was arres- 
ted. 
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